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CONPIDENTIAL USUN 5454 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, UN, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON SADAT'S GA SPEECH 
REF: USUN 5441 

1. PRESIDENT SADAT'S OCTOBER 29 SPEECH CONTAINS A NUMBER OF 
THEMES WHICH SHED LIGHT ON THE OBJECTIVES AND MOTIVATIONS 
OP THE STATEMENT. THE MOST EMPHASIZED OP THESE ARE A) EGYPT IS 
DETERMINED TO ACHIEVE A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OP THE PALESTINE 
PR OBJ PM AND REALIZE THE RIGHTS OP THE PALESTINIANS, AS RE- 
PRESENTED BY THE PLO; B) EGYPT CONSIDERS ALL ARAB TERRITORY AS 
IMPORTANT AS ITS OWN AND ITS LIBERATION AN UNCHANGEABLE EGYPTIAN 
GOAL; AND C) WHILE EGYPT PREPERS A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AND 
IS READY TO BE PLEXIBLE, IT IS PREPARED TO RESORT AGAIN TO WAR 
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2. THESE THEMES, AND THE OVERALL TONE OE THE SPEECH, SEEM 
PLAINLY DESIGNED TO RECAPTURE ARAB WORLD LEADERSHIP EOR EGYPT 
IN THE WAKE OE PLO, SYRIAN AND OTHER MILITANT ARAB CRITICISM OE 
THE SINAI AGREEMENT. CERTAINLY, THE MAIN AUDIENCE APPEARS 

TO HAVE BEEN THE ARABS THEMSELVES - AND PARTICULARLY THE 
PALESTINIANS. SEEN FROM HERE, SADAT'S EEEORT TO REGAIN 
THE INITIATIVE MAY MEET WITH CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS. MOST 
ARAB DELEGATIONS HAVE PRAISED THE SPEECH ENTHUSIASTICALLY. 

THE PLO, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE WE UNDERSTAND TAKEN A 
NON-COMMITTAL, "WE'LL-HAVE-TO-STUDY-IT-EURTHER" ATTITUDE. 

3. EGYPT SEEMS LIKELY TO PUT FORWARD ITS DRAFT RESOLUTION 

ON THE NEED EOR PLO REPRESENTATION AT THE GENEVA CONEERENCE 
DURING NEXT WEEK'S GA DEBATE ON PALESTINE. THIS MIGHT 
CHANGE IE SYRIA SUCCEEDS IN SCHEDULING A SEPARATE 
MIDDLE EAST DEBATE, IN WHICH CASE EGYPT MIGHT KEEP ITS 
PROPOSAL IN RESERVE TO COUNTER SYRIAN INITIATIVES CRITICIZING 
EGYPT. HOWEVER, A MIDDLE EAST DEBATE NOW SEEMS UNLIKELY 
SINCE EGYPT HAS PERSUADED MOST ARABS THAT IT COULD ONLY 
T RAD TO A PUBLIC AIRING OE INTER- ARAB DIEEERENCES. 

MOYNIHAN 
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